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Summary of Issue:

During the January 4 council meeting, the City Council considered a request from the Planning Commission to discuss the organization of commissioner terms on the
Planning Commission. Currently, three (3) terms expire on 12/31/2021 and three (3) terms expire on 12/31/2022. The 7th seat on the Commission is held by the Council
Liaison, who is a voting member of the Commission. Should there be turnover as terms expire (5/6 commissioners, excluding the council liaison, have changed since 2018),
the Planning Commission believes that such turnover across such a short period of time could be very disruptive to the continuity of the Planning Commission and the issues
and/or projects the Commission is working on.
Upon consideration, the Council directed staff to conduct more research to see if there is a reason why Planning Commission terms were set with three (3) terms expiring
one year, three (3) terms expiring the next, with no terms expiring the 3rd year.

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Comments:
Upon further research, including looking into all the Planning Commission appointments since 1957, staffed determined that there appears to be no discernible method by which
Planning Commission terms were set. Therefore, staff recommends the following:
- Upon the expiration of terms for Commissioners Woodward, Foley, and Duval on 12/31/2021, make one appointment a 2-year term to expire on 12/31/2023, keeping the other
two as 3-year terms, expiring on 12/31/2024.
- Upon the expiration of terms for Commissioners Kallroos, Gorham, and Yeager on 12/31/2022, make one appointment a 1-year term to expire on 12/31/2023, keeping the other
two as 3 year terms expiring on 12/31/2025.
The above recommendation would result in two (2) terms expiring in 2023, two (2) terms expiring in 2024, and two (2) terms expiring in 2025.

Recommended Action/Motion:

Staff recommends restructuring one term on the Planning Commission set to expire on 12/31/2021 into a
one-time 2-year term to expire on 12/31/2023 as well as restructuring one term on the Planning
Commission set to expire on 12/31/2022 into a one-term 1-year term to expire on 12/31/2023. Upon
completion of these terms, they would revert to regular 3-year terms.
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MEMO
TO:

Mayor and City Council

FROM:

David Chanski, Community Development Director

DATE:

January 4, 2021

RE:

Planning Commission Terms

________________________________________________________________________
During the Planning Commission meeting on November 18, 2020, the Planning
Commission held a discussion regarding the terms of service for Commissioners.
The Planning Commission’s concern is that 3 members of the Commission have their
terms expire at the end of 2021 and a further 3 at the end of 2022 (the council liaison is
appointed by the Council President every two years). Should there be turnover as terms
expire (5/6 commissioners, excluding the council liaison, have changed since 2018), the
Commission believes that such turnover across such a short period of time could be very
disruptive to the continuity of the Planning Commission and the issues/projects the
Commission is working on.
The Commission directed staff to bring this forward to the City Council for discussion, and
staff believes that the January 4, 2021 City Council meeting would be an astute time for
the Council to hold this discussion prior to council committee appointments and
commission appointments being considered during the Council’s January 19 meeting.
Commissioner terms as they currently stand are (excluding the council liaison):
-

-

Expiring 12/31/2021
o Mike Duval
o Chris Foley
o Theresa Woodward
Expiring 12/31/2022
o Matt Kallroos
o Don Gorham
o Kevin Yeager

Potential reorganization of terms could be as follows:
-

Expiring 12/31/21
o Chris Foley
o Theresa Woodward
Expiring 12/31/22
o Mike Duval (extending term 1 year)
o Matt Kallroos

-

Expiring 12/31/23
o Don Gorham (extending term 1 year)
o Kevin Yeager (extending term 1 year)

Under such a reorganization, terms would remain as 3-year terms but with 2 terms expiring
each year.
Staff is requesting Council’s consideration of this matter.

