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Brainerd Experiencing an Upturn in Single Family Housing Construction
Construction season is in full swing in Brainerd Oaks and Serene Pines Neighborhoods.
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More than a year ago, the Crow Wing County HRA and Paxmar-Brainerd LLC, along with community partners, gathered for a groundbreaking event to celebrate the construction of the
first two homes in the Brainerd Oaks residential development.
The March 30, 2017 groundbreaking marked a significant turning point in housing opportunities for Brainerd residents. The single-family subdivision in East Brainerd was conceptualized
and platted pre-recession. Eighty-three of the 96 lots remained undeveloped, sitting mostly
idle since the Great Recession in 2008. The property went tax forfeiture that same year.
In 2011, the Crow Wing County Board asked for CWC HRA’s assistance in getting Brainerd
Oaks back on the tax rolls. In the spring of 2016, housing developer Paxmar-Brainerd LLC,
approached the City regarding the possible sale of the property, along with two other taxforfeited subdivisions in the City known as Serene Pines and Dalmar Estates.
Crow Wing County conveyed all 113 lots (83 in Brainerd Oaks, 23 in Serene Pines and 7 in
Dalmar Estates) to the Crow Wing County HRA. After considerable negotiation, and with the
approval of the City of Brainerd, the developer and the Crow Wing County HRA executed a
Master Purchase and Redevelopment Agreement in the fall of 2016.

Engineering
(218) 828-2309
engineer@ci.brainerd.mn.us
Fire
(218) 828-2312
fire@ci.brainerd.mn.us
Parks & Recreation
(218) 828-2320
parks@ci.brainerd.mn.us
Planning & Zoning
(218) 828-2309
planning@ci.brainerd.mn.us
Police
(218) 829-2805
police@ci.brainerd.mn.us
Public Utilities (BPU)
(218) 829-8726
email@bpu.org

Recently completed homes on King Court in Brainerd Oaks.

“There were many tough decisions made to get to this point—decisions made by both the
Crow Wing County and Brainerd HRAs, City of Brainerd’s staff and Council, Crow Wing County’s staff and Board, and residents in Brainerd Oaks,” Sharon Magnan, Crow Wing County HRA
Commissioner, said. “The project will impact the entire community, so the decisions were not
made lightly.”
Under the agreement, Paxmar will purchase a minimum of ten lots annually from the CWC
HRA and develop owner-occupied single-family homes on them. All 113 lots will be sold and
homes constructed within a three- to nine-year period.
Upturn in Single Family Housing Construction continued on page 2.
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Upturn in Single Family Housing Construction continued from page 1.

Single family construction in Brainerd Oaks.

“Brainerd is where everyone wants to live and we are honored to finish out these new neighborhoods,” said Kent Roessler of Paxmar. To date, 25 lots have been purchased in Brainerd Oaks with 13 homes completed and sold and seven currently under construction. In Serene Pines, eight lots have been purchased, two homes are completed and sold, and four homes are under construction. The homes have prices ranging from $159,900 to $274,000.
The Meadows and Spruce Reserve Subdivision formerly North Town Subdivision has New Owner
Thomas Allen Homes is pleased to announce that it is now offering one level homes in Brainerd’s newest maintenance free
community of SPRUCE RESERVE. This comes on the cusp of successes in Thomas Allen Homes re-invigorating the former
Northtown Development with this year’s introduction of THE MEADOWS community. Since its purchase in 2013/14, THE
MEADOWS has produced, or is in the process of producing 22 new homes. Homes in THE MEADOWS community consist of
both multi-level and single level homes, ranging from 2-bed/ 1-bath to 5-bed/3-bath homes. “This single-family neighborhood
has 59 remaining lots which will be a combination of both homes built for residents and model homes ready for purchase.”,
stated David Mernin of Edina Realty. “We are targeting to complete approximately one home every two weeks with our nine
home plans, which will result in 24 new homes for the upcoming year. It’s refreshing and exciting to see the Brainerd market
warm up to new home construction again.”
SPRUCE RESERVE has its first two of 17 one level homes currently under construction, which will have managed lawn care and
snow removal. “We are building one level homes as a direct result of listening to potential clients whom simply haven’t had
many care-free one level home options in our Brainerd Lakes Area”, said Tom Dehn of Thomas Allen Homes, LLC. “We are very
excited to fill this void with our current and planned one level homes.”
Homes in THE MEADOWS and SPRUCE RESERVE range from $164,500 - $295,000. For more information on these homes, contact David Mernin @ 218-820-4668, or by visiting Thomas Allen Homes website @ www.Thomas-Allen-Homes.com.

Single family construction in The Meadows Subdivision.
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Parks and Recreation Department News
Baseball Tournament Time
The Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department will host two youth baseball and one adult softball state tournaments this summer. There will be
89 youth baseball teams visiting Brainerd.
The Gopher State 15 & Under state baseball tournament will take place
July 20-22 at Mills, Don Adamson, Central Lakes College and Forestview
fields.
The VFW state baseball tournament will take place August 9-12 at Mills and Don Adamson fields.
The Co-Ed adult state softball tournament will take place August 18th at Memorial and Mill Avenue parks.
The Parks and Recreation Department also hosted five youth baseball state qualifying tournaments in June at Bane, Jaycees and
Memorial parks.
Paws in the Park
On August 25th, the Parks and Recreation Department will host “Paws in the Park” at Buster Park. The event is still in the planning stages, but we hope to raise funds for some
“exercise” equipment to install in the dog park to make Buster Park even more fun for our
canine friends. Watch for more details by “liking” the Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department on Facebook.

Bicycle Clinic
The Bicycle Clinic took place May 19th
with 75 youths participating, which took place in the Brainerd High School
gymnasium because of chilly temperatures. Each participant received a free
helmet and learned the “rules of the road.”
Essentia Heath, Easy Riders, Brainerd and Baxter police departments, Lakes
Area Law Enforcement Association and Brainerd Parks and Recreation sponsored the annual event.
Fishing Clinic
About 130 youths participated in the annual Kids’ Fishing Clinic at Lum Park on May 26th. Each
youth went through learning stations such as knot tying, casting, fish identification and more. The
youths were treated to a shore lunch and later participated in a fishing contest. Numerous prizes
were awarded and each child left with a goody bag filled with lures, lines, bobbers and sinkers.
Thanks to the numerous businesses that donated fishing supplies for the youths. Many volunteers
also helped make the clinic a success.

Brainerd Ski Loons
The Brainerd Ski Loons will perform
four free shows at Lum Park this summer.
Sunday shows will start at 5 p.m. on
July 8th, August 5th and August 12th.
The Wednesday, August 15th, show will
start at 6:30 p.m.
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Brainerd Public Library News
Historic Water Tower Art Contest
To celebrate nearly a century of the Historic Brainerd Water Tower in downtown Brainerd, the Brainerd Public Library invited area residents ages 13 and
older to submit a canvas art piece inspired by the water tower.
Over 40 Historic Brainerd Water Tower paintings can now be viewed until July
31, 2018 at the following locations:
1. Crossing Arts Alliance
2. Office Shop
3. Mickey’s Pizza
4. Hockey House
5. Fancy Pants Chocolates
6. Brainerd City Hall
7. E.L. Menk Jewelers
8. Sage on Laurel
9. Crow Wing County Historical Society
This project is funded in part with money from the vote of the people of Minnesota on November 4, 2008, which dedicated funding to preserve Minnesota’s
arts and cultural heritage.

The winner of the People’s Choice Award was Kelly
Street. Her artwork is now on display at the Crossing
Arts Alliance.

Contact Jolene Bradley, Brainerd Public Library Manager, with any questions at
218-829-5574 or via email at bradleyj@krls.org

Some of the beautiful water tower that was displayed at the Library.
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Bike Repair Station Installed at the Brainerd Public Library
The Brainerd Public Library now has a Bike Repair Station, thanks to a
generous grant from Crow Wing Energized and the help of the City of
Brainerd’s Walkable Bikeable City Committee.
“We hope that the Bike Repair Station will help to further encourage
healthy living and active methods of transportation in the community.
We hope more people will choose alternative methods of transportation,
especially knowing they have the ability to service minor repairs themselves should they need to.” Jolene Bradley, Brainerd Public Library Manager. The station provides everything necessary for cyclists to repair
their bikes such as: various wrenches, screwdrivers, tire levers, and a hex
key set.
To celebrate the new station installed at the library, Brian Moon from
Easy Riders Bikes, gave a demonstration on Bike Repair 101 on June 27th
at 2:00 p.m. at the Brainerd Public Library.
Thanks to the generous grant from Crow Wing Energized, the Library FixIt station is one of two that will be installed this summer. Be watching
for a second one along the Cuyuna Lakes State Trail just east of the Laurel Street Mississippi River Bridge.
Thank you to the City of Brainerd Street Department for its time to install
the stations and the Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department for
The Fix-It Station is available for use at the Brainerd Public Library
its help in preparing the site by the Laurel Street Bridge.

City of Brainerd Seeking Input for the 2035 Vision Plan
The City of Brainerd is in the process of updating its Comprehensive Plan and is seeking community input to help create community-developed goals and aspirations to guide future planning efforts.
In essence, a comprehensive plan is an expression of the community’s vision for the future and a strategic map to reach that
vision. Comprehensive planning is an important tool for cities to guide future development of land to ensure a safe, pleasant,
and economical environment for residential, commercial, industrial, and public activities.
All Brainerd-area residents, artists, business owners, community groups, students, and others are asked to participate in the
community survey to share their views and help shape the plan. This plan will be led by citizen input and this survey will specifically focus on community character and quality of life. We will turn to our residents to point us in the right direction and craft a
plan that is uniquely fitted to our (unique) city. Join us as we begin this process.
The community survey will be available during the month of July and will be available in both print and online. We encourage
residents to participate online, but hard copies will be available at City Hall on the 3 rd floor. The online survey will be available
via the city’s website (www.ci.brainerd.mn.us), as well as our project page at IMAGINEbrainerd.org. Watch for continued updates through our newsletter and the Brainerd Dispatch.

7

Meet the 2018 Engineering Department and Planning Department Interns
TATE D MOTSCHENBACHER, ENGINEERING AIDE
START DATE: 5/14/2018

I grew up in the city of Brainerd, MN. Before coming to work for Brainerd, I
was attending North Dakota State University, where I am pursuing a bachelor’s in civil engineering. This upcoming fall semester I will be a senior. I
previously worked as a summer helper for a commercial and industrial
plumbing, pipefitting and HVAC company. This is where I found out that I
wanted to work in a constructional line of work. I grew up in a family of 5
with an older brother and sister. My older brother was a big influence on
my career path as a civil engineer. When I am not working, I enjoy being
outside hunting and fishing with friends and family.
I am from Pine Center, MN
and just finished my freshman year at NDSU while
studying Civil Engineering.
Previously, I was the Survey Intern for Mille Lacs
County and performed
maintenance on historic
land corners. My parents
are Jeff and Shelly Strecker
and I also have a younger
brother, Kyle. Outside of
work, I like to play sports
with friends and enjoy the
outdoors through hunting
and camping.

KALVIN J STRECKER, ENG/GIS
START DATE: 5/14/2018

My hometown is Rogers, MN and I came to Brainerd from the University of
Wisconsin Stevens Point where I am studying natural resource planning and
sustainable energy. In years prior, I worked with Lake Restoration and the
DNR to eradicate invasive species from metropolitan lakes. I have three
brothers and a pet fish name Rodney. I enjoy fishing, camping, and hunting.

JARED C BOOMS, PLANNING
START DATE: 5/21/2018
I am from Morris, MN and have been a licensed master plumber in the
Brainerd Lakes Area for the past 11 years. My wife’s name is Melissa, and
we have three boys: Emmet (13), Owen (10), and Abraham (9). I enjoy the
outdoors - backcountry hiking, camping, orienteering, biking and golfing
are my favorite activities. I also love to have my heart broken by my beloved Minnesota Vikings every season. Skol Vikings!
DARRIN L DESETH , CODE COMPLIANCE INSPECTOR
START DATE: 5/14/2018
8

An Intern’s Perspective by Planning Intern Matthew Kallroos
As an intern, I knew that my time in Brainerd would not last forever. That being said, I have come to learn a lot about the area
and the residents. The area is new to me as I am from the Twin Cities and do not find myself in the Brainerd area unless I am
headed to my cabin in Hackensack, Minnesota. This city is easy to overlook for people because of the bypass, but I now find
more enjoyment driving through Brainerd compared to taking the bypass. The downtown area is filled with unique and trendy
shops that do not get the exposure of stores off of the bypass.
For the first 2 months of this adventure, I commuted from St. Cloud as I am still a student and will be graduating this upcoming
May from St. Cloud State University with a Planning and Community Development degree. I would not have been ready for
post graduation life without this internship, as it has taught me numerous things a classroom was incapable of. Whether it was
walking around downtown collecting employee data or helping with meetings, it was all a new experience for me that will
benefit me in the long run.
After interning for the City of Brainerd for over 3 months, it will be hard to overlook the city when I am in the area. This city
has amazing historic downtown, parks within walking distance from every home, and the Mississippi River running through it.
Through my time here, I did hear a lot of negative comments about the city and a never ending list of ways people wanted to
improve the city. I thought it was great that people are passionate about the city and voice their opinions for city officials to
hear. Change takes time and Brainerd is slowly changing and in a matter of time those negative comments will hopefully become positive.
I will always be grateful for this experience and would love to return the area at some point in my career because of how
much I enjoyed this experience. I will miss seeing everyone in City Hall, but I know I can stop in at anytime to say hello and
catch up.
Thank you for everything and for giving me this great opportunity.
Matthew was the Planning Intern from 1/02/2018 to 4/16/2018.

City Amends Zoning Ordinance to Permit Residential Greenhouses
The growing movement regarding people’s interest in growing their own fruits and vegetables has initiated a change in the City
Zoning Ordinance to allow residential greenhouses. Until recently, the code language made it difficult for a resident to have a
residential lot greenhouse. The primary reason is that a greenhouse is a building (accessory to the dwelling) and the code limited the number of accessory buildings on a lot or parcel. The accessory building language specifies that if there is an attached
garage, one accessory building is permitted. If there is a detached garage, one additional accessory building is allowed. Typically the second building is a storage building (shed), meaning if a property owner desires a greenhouse, it may not be permitted if
the property already meets the accessory building limit.
To maintain an acceptable residential neighborhood appearance, a requirement was made to restrict the use of flexible rolled material to permit radiant heat into the greenhouse. The only exception for using rolled
material would be a greenhouse limited to 3’W x 4’L x 5’T located in a
rear yard.
The following clear material is permitted for greenhouse construction to
allow radiant heat:
• Glass
• Rigid Polycarbonate panels
• Semi rigid Polyethylene panels
• Rigid Fiberglass panels
A building permit is not required, however the building location should
• Rigid Acrylic panels
comply with setback requirements found in Zoning Ordinance Section 17.
• Vinyl
If there are questions about what is permitted, please contact the Planning
Department at 218-828-2309 or e-mail: planning@ci.brainerd.mn.us
Greenhouses continued on page 10.
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Greenhouses continued from page 9.

The change exempts a greenhouse from the number of accessory buildings permitted on a lot or parcel. The new language
permits a greenhouse up to 10’ x 12’, should a lot already have the maximum number of allowed accessory buildings, and
provided the combination of accessory buildings and garages (attached and detached) per lot shall not exceed the maximum
square footage for all accessory buildings on the lot.

City Council Adopts 5-Year Street and Sewer Capital Plan
Brainerd City staff recently went through a process to develop a comprehensive
5-year street and sewer capital improvement plan that was adopted by the
Brainerd City Council on June 18, 2018. The plan serves as a roadmap for future
improvements to the City’s street and sewer system and outlines costs associated with each project and funding sources for each of the identified projects.
The plan is for years 2018 – 2022 and includes a write-up, graphs, maps, and
cost estimates and dives into the intricacies of how staff went through a data
collection process of all the street conditions and scoring and the development
of the plan from draft form to the final version.
The final adopted plan is on the City of Brainerd’s website and can be viewed at
the link below. Please direct any comments, questions, or concerns to the engineering department.
http://www.ci.brainerd.mn.us/509/5-Year-Capital-Improvement-Plan

City Council Adopts Ordinance that Enforces the Prohibition of the Sale and
Use of Coal Tar Asphalt Sealant Products Enacted by the Legislature in 2013
The City Council recently adopted an ordinance in which
allows the City to enforce the prohibition of the use and
sale of coal tar asphalt sealant products within the City
limits of Brainerd. The Ordinance can be found in Section
540 of the Brainerd City Code located in the following
link: http://www.ci.brainerd.mn.us/153/City-Code
Before this statute became law, cities had the option to
enact an ordinance prohibiting coal tar products. Cities
that did must amend their ordinances to conform to the
new state statute. The state statute can be found in the
following below: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?
id=116.202
The presence of coal tar in driveway sealant products has
been proven to be harmful to humans, fish, and other
aquatic life. Scientific studies have demonstrated a direct
relationship between storm water runoff and presence of
Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH's) due to the use of coal tar driveway sealants. Presence of PAH's have also been
found throughout the state in city and private storm ponds.
TPAH’s are expensive for cities to remove, and sediment in storm ponds containing PAH’s must be disposed of as hazardous
waste at landfills. More Information on coal tar sealants can be found on these MPCA website links:
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/restriction-coal-tar-based-sealants
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/wq-strm4-12.pdf
10

South 6th Street Construction Ramps Up
Contractor back on Schedule for Final Completion after Late Start
Many motorists that use South 6th Street (TH 371B) as their route to and from the Brainerd core may already be frustrated with
the detour and the 2018 construction season. However, Tom’s Backhoe Service, the prime contractor on South 6th Street, is doing everything in their power to get back on schedule after
a late spring start and falling two weeks behind right out
of the gate.
Crews finished underground water and sewer work on the
portion of the project between Joseph Street and Vine
Street and continue working to finish the rest of the underground work within that segment to get it open before
the late June deadline to be open to traffic.
Sub-contractors have already begun removals on the next
segment between Quince Street and Vine Street, as the
contractor works to finish phase 1A (Joseph Street to Vine
Street) and move into underground work on phase 1B
(Quince Street to Vine Street).
With the substantial progress that has been made, Tom’s
Backhoe Service has indicated that they are close to being
back on schedule for a late September completion.

An aerial view of the of the B371/S. 6th Street reconstruction
looking south just south of the Willow Street intersection

Gas and utility companies such as CenterPoint Energy, Brainerd Public Utilities, and CTC have also been working side-by-side with
contractor and sub-contractor staff to replace gas lines, light poles, and fiber-optic cables that keep everyone operating in the
cyber world.
Continued cooperation by the public is requested during the construction. These items include:
1. Using the designated detour routes. Residential, local traffic is allowed on the side streets adjacent to the construction.
If you are travelling through the area to avoid using the detour, you are in violation of the law and will be ticketed.
2. Please watch for construction workers, inspectors, heavy equipment, and other construction vehicles if you must travel
near the work zone. Don’t assume that they can always see you; large equipment has many blind spots and pinch points.
3. Stay informed about the project by signing up at the following link: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d3/brd/update.html
Up to date project updates are sent out through the season and will inform the public on detour changes or other significant happenings on the project.
4. If you have issues with access to or from your private property or business, please call the 24/7 phone line for access or
utility issues at 218-330-3493.
5. Please visit http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d3/brd/ for most current detour routes and work schedules during construction.

City Council Contact Information
Mayor Edwin Menk

At Large Sue Hilgart

At Large Jan Lambert

At Large Kevin Stunek

emenk@ci.brainerd.mn.us

shilgart@ci.brainerd.mn.us

jlambert@ci.brainerd.mn.us

kstunek@ci.brainerd.mn.us

(218) 829-7266

(218) 828-6345

(218) 828-0165

(218) 839-1815

Ward 1 David Pritschet

Ward 2 Kelly Bevans

Ward 3 Dave Badeaux

Ward 4 Gabe Johnson

dpritschet@ci.brainerd.mn.us kbevans@ci.brainerd.mn.us

dbadeaux@ci.brainerd.mn.us

gjohnson@ci.brainerd.mn.us

(218) 828-0809

(218) 330-8204

(218) 831-3623

(218) 821-9035
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Things to Know Before Starting Your Warmer Weather Projects
Warmer weather will have Brainerd residents thinking about projects like constructing a storage building, building a privacy fence,
installing a swimming pool and/or having a garage sale. The Brainerd Building Safety Department and Planning Department
would like to remind our residents about the Building Code and Zoning Ordinance requirements that need to be followed for each
of these activities. The following is information about some of the more common projects:
Accessory Buildings
An accessory building includes storage buildings, sheds, gazeboes, detached garages, etc. An
accessory building (regardless of size) requires zoning approval. An accessory building over 200
square feet requires a building permit. A new accessory building over 120 square feet cannot be
metal. Plastic carport style buildings and “hoop” houses are not permitted in the City of Brainerd.
There are several important zoning requirements that affect accessory building construction. They
include:
 Where in the community the building will be constructed.

 Limit on the number of accessory buildings.

 Lot placement.

 Accessory building area and height.

 Property line setback requirements.

 Maximum lot coverage.

Swimming Pools
Following are some of the more important swimming pool requirements:
Pools over 24 inches above ground or over 5,000 gallons in capacity (above ground or in
ground) shall be completely enclosed, have a ground fault circuit and require a building permit.
Pools 18 inches deep or less may be located in a front, side or rear yard. Pools over 18 inches
deep shall be 8 feet from a rear lot line and may be located in a side yard or side street yard if
located 10 feet from a side lot line and 20 feet from a side street lot line.
Seasonal pools that are over 24 inches deep are required to be completely enclosed and have
a ground fault circuit.
Recreational Vehicles
Parking or storage of a recreational vehicle is permitted provided it is:
 Property of the person or persons residing on the premises.
 Licensed with current tabs and operable.
 Stored no closer than 5 feet from side or rear lot lines.
 Located in the front yard and parked on designated and properly surfaced
driveway or parking area.
 Located in the front yard or side yard abutting a street must be placed at least 15 feet from the back of curb and shall not
encroach on any public sidewalk or trail.
Protective Treatment
All exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, door

Long Grass and Weeds

and window frames, cornices, porches, trim, balconies, decks

weeds or plant growth in excess of 6 inches. All noxious weeds

and fences must be maintained. Exterior wood surfaces,

are prohibited. Weeds are defined as all grasses, annual plants

other than decay resistant woods, should be protected from

and vegetation, other than trees or shrubs provided; however,

the elements and decay by painting or other protective cov-

this term does not include cultivated flowers and gardens.

All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from

ering or treatment. Peeling, flaking and chipped paint should
be eliminated and surfaces repainted.
Things to Know continued on page 13.
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Things to Know continued from page 12.

Fences
Fences are allowed in residential areas as follows:
 Up to 6’6” starting at the front (and side if on a corner lot) of a house extending back to
the rear property line.
 In a front yard up to 4 feet tall.
 Alley property line fence setback is 4 feet.
 The fence “good” side must face out (onto an adjoining property or towards the street or
alley).
 A permit is required.
 A fence is not allowed on a public right-of-way.
Outdoor Storage
Almost all material, equipment and personal property is required to be kept within a building or screened from public properties
and/or rights-of-way. Following are some of the exceptions:
 Clothes lines.
 Recreational equipment.
 Rear or side yard storage of firewood for the purpose of consumption by the person or persons
residing on the premises.
 Off-street parking of licensed and operable passenger automobiles, pick-up trucks.

Tarps and Coverings
Tarps or coverings are allowed provided they are a color that matches screening material whether it is
landscaping or fencing.
Property Maintenance
Spring is the season to begin yard work and exterior improvements. The Property Maintenance Code applies to all existing
residential and nonresidential structures and all existing premises. Exteriors shall be maintained in good repair, structurally
sound and sanitary so as not to pose a threat to public health, safety or welfare.
Junk
No person, firm or corporation of any kind shall permit the accumulation of junk, including but
not limited to waste material, trash, rubbish, refuse, or litter of any kind upon any land or inside
or under any building or structure which may provide harborage or breeding places for
mosquitoes, vermin or rats.

Garage/Yard Sale Signs
A property may have up to 4 garage sales each year. One 6 square foot garage sale sign is
allowed on PRIVATE property and must be removed after the sale. Signs are not
allowed in the right-of-way, on street lights, other utility poles or at a street corner. City of
Brainerd staff has the authority to remove any sign in the public right-of-way without prior notice to the sign’s owner.
Fish Houses
One fish house is permitted to
be stored in the rear yard.

Things to Know continued on page 14.
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Things to Know continued from page 13.

Unlicensed Vehicles
The presence of abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, inoperative, unlicensed, expired tabs,
junked, or partially dismantled motor vehicles or a motor vehicle lacking vital component parts
or parts of a motor vehicle on private or public property is considered a public nuisance. This
does not apply to any motor vehicle enclosed within a building on private property or to any
motor vehicle held in connection with a business enterprise lawfully licensed by the City.
Clean Up After Your Pet

Pet owners are responsible for cleaning up feces and disposing of it in a sanitary manner
whether on their own property, on the property of others or on public property. The clean-up
of feces on the animal owner’s property shall not exceed 72 hours from May 1st through October 31st and once per week from November 1st through April 30th. The clean-up of feces on
the property of others or public property must be taken care of immediately.
Residents are urged to contact the Building Department and/or the Planning Department at 828-2309 should you have
questions about any of the above areas. More information can be found at the city website www.ci.brainerd.mn.us.

The History Corner
Brainerd History Week is August 9th—12th
The week is now set and the events are in place! Some are new and some old favorites will return. Repeating is the Downtown
Brainerd History Walk, the Riverview Brainerd History Walk and the tours at the N.P. Center. For its second year, what proved
to be SO popular in 2017, the Community Paddle returns with a twist. Read more about it here, from Brainerd Community Action:
Please join us for our 2nd Annual Community Paddle for Brainerd History Week on Friday, August 10th. We will be
launching from the Evergreen Cemetery Access at 5:30 pm and will paddle the beautiful Mississippi River to Kiwanis
Park. Not only will you be able to take in some rich history and learn about the river by way of a “guided tour on water”
highlighting the historic sites along the route, you will also be helping a great cause. This year we are partnering with
New Pathways to help raise awareness and funds for this wonderful organization that has helped over 600 families by
providing shelter and support services to homeless families with children! his event is free to the public for those who
have kayaks or canoes (donations to New Pathways will gladly be accepted), and rentals will be available for those
who need them. Rental prices are to be determined, and a shuttle service will be available. Please email Ashley at
ashley.storm@live.com to sign up!
Keep posted on events and times on the Brainerd History Week 2018 Facebook Page. Help us fund this continuing and interesting event by purchasing a raffle ticket!
The fundraiser for Brainerd History Week 2018 is now underway. Please stop by the Crow Wing County Historical Society Museum to pick up your ticket(s) for a chance to win some great prizes! Everyone that purchases a ticket will also receive a copy of
this year's history booklet during the August 9th-12th Brainerd History Week 2018 schedule of events. Tickets are only $10, and
your donation is tax deductible.
If you are a regular reader of the History Corner, you may have been following this project that started in November of 2015!
The city of Brainerd has agreed to install two of the railings and one plaque by the Laurel St. Bridge, and we are getting closer
to installing the railings and plaque in front of the Crow Wing County Historical Society museum. Here is an update as of
5/29/2018, as posted on the Brainerd Share History Facebook page:
This could finally be it! The 3 plaques have been brought to the sandblaster/powder coater. They are in need of a good
painter to highlight the raised wording. This will not be too difficult, a detail roller may work, but may be a bit timeconsuming, so I'm looking for a volunteer. I think a quart of any good Rustoleum-type gloss black will do.
History Corner continued on page 15.
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History Corner
continued from
page 14.

The Brainerd Public Library has concluded its Water
Tower exhibit, and will now display some of the 40+
paintings that were produced during the program in select locations around town. Check them out while discovering the recent activity in Downtown Brainerd! You
will find facelifts in the way of a return to the original
facades, a new Mexican restaurant and a nice bar & restaurant with an outside dining patio. Another restaurant
is working on an expansion with an adjoining building.
Here is a photo of the 1923 Koop building, formerly JC
Penney’s then Gambles, facade restoration. It is nearly
complete now, but this photo shows a bit of what it was
and what it will become!
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