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Revival Coming For Brainerd Housing Developments
Construction begins on first two homes in Brainerd Oaks
March 30, 2017, marks a significant turning point in housing opportunities for Brainerd
residents. Crow Wing County HRA, along with community partners, gathered for a
groundbreaking event to celebrate the construction of the first two homes in the Brainerd Oaks
residential development.
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Crow Wing County; Mayor Ed Menk,
City of Brainerd; and Jennifer Bergman, Crow Wing County HRA

The single-family subdivision in East Brainerd was conceptualized and platted prerecession.
Although 13 of the 96 lots were developed with homes, 83 remained undeveloped sitting mostly idle since the Great Recession in 2008. The property went tax forfeit that same year.
In 2011, the Crow Wing County Board asked for the Crow Wing County HRA’s assistance in
getting
Brainerd Oaks back on the tax
rolls. In the spring of 2016,
housing developer PaxmarBrainerd, LLC approached the
County regarding the possible
sale of the property, along with
two other tax-forfeited subdivisions in the City known as Serene Pines and Dalmar Estates.
HRA Director Jennifer Bergman addresses the gathering at the groundbreaking
Crow Wing County conveyed all 113 lots (83 in Brainerd Oaks, 23 in Serene Pines and 7 in
Dalmar Estates) to the Crow Wing County HRA. After considerable negotiation, and with the
approval of the City of Brainerd, the developer and the Crow Wing County HRA executed a
Master Purchase and Redevelopment Agreement in the fall of 2016.
Brainerd Oaks Revival continued on 2.
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Brainerd Oaks Revival continued from page 1.

“There were many tough decisions made to get to this point—decisions made
by both the Crow Wing County and Brainerd HRAs, City of Brainerd’s staff and
Council, Crow Wing County’s staff and Board, and residents in Brainerd Oaks,”
Sharon Magnan, Crow Wing County HRA Commissioner, said. “The project
impacts the entire community and the decisions were not made lightly.”
Brainerd Mayor Ed Menk added, “We’re optimistic about Brainerd’s future. It’s
been years since we’ve had newly constructed homes here and it’s
exciting that this investment will benefit our residents and potential residents.”

The 1st shovel of dirt is turned!

Under the agreement, Paxmar will purchase a minimum of 10 lots annually from the County HRA and develop owner-occupied single-family homes on them. All 113 lots will be sold and homes constructed within a three- to nine-year period.
In addition to new homes, the project will create jobs. Although the developer is based out of the north metro, the company
prefers to use local contractors.

The Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball Team is coming to Mills Field in Brainerd on Friday, July 7 th

The Wounded Warriors will play a local slowpitch softball game on Friday, July 7th at Mills Field. There is no charge at the gate,
but a free-will offering is requested with proceeds benefitting the Wounded Warriors organization. Gates open at 6 p.m.
The event will include patriotic songs and fireworks. Event organizers are still hoping to get a F16 flyover, Oath of Enlistment and
Patriot Guard. Watch for more details on special guest appearances and other events during the patriotic evening honoring the
Wounded Warriors.
A few of the Wounded Warriors will also play against the Miracle League players on the Brainerd Lakes Miracle League field at
Bane Park during the afternoon (time to be determined) on July 7 th.
The event is being organized by This One’s For Hop Inc. and hosted by Brainerd Parks and
Recreation.
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City Engineer Takes on a New Role in Life
In this fast-changing world focused on technology and rapid
-fire developments in many disciplines it is both refreshing
and reassuring that there are people who have remained
open to change but carry with them the institutional history
of a unit of government.
Example: City Engineer Jeff Hulsether who has announced
his retirement effective June 9th.
Jeff has graced the offices of City Hall for 30 years with his
technical expertise as a Civil Engineer coupled with an attitude and approach to problem-solving which has accommodated dozens of local officials, elected and appointed.

City Engineer Jeff Hulsether

He has served his fellow City Engineers as their association’s president. Jeff works on a daily basis with MnDOT,
consulting engineers, fellow city technicians, and a rainbow of other transportation-related agencies.
How unusual is it for an employee to remain in one position with one employer for 30 years? One national firm notes
that in today’s world, the average person changes jobs 10-15 times in their career. Many wonderful, well-timed and
great jobs accomplished on our streets and in our sewers. Other things addressed which, in hindsight, probably ought
to have examined the potential for unintended consequences. Jeff relates how he came to be an engineer: “I was 30
feet off the ground on an electric sub-station project, calculating the angle to bend a bar. A guy in a white shirt and tie
asked me from 30 feet below what I was doing. I told him. He said, ‘Do you want a better job?’ I didn’t take that job…
but the conversation led me to the U of M for a degree in civil engineering.” That situation occurred in Yuma, Arizona
on a 110 degree day. A return to Minnesota was the proverbial “no brainer.”
When asked about some of the highlights of his time in Brainerd Jeff recalled two valuable, not-easily-accomplished
projects. Frist, prior to construction of the 371 Bypass, South Sixth Street was a clogged, accident-prone major artery
to and from lake country to our north. Working with an active Chamber of Commerce Transportation Committee headed by John Puckropp, Jeff and MnDOT officials cited the need to reduce the number of accidents along So. Sixth
Street. Thus came about the center of roadway left-turn lanes, which at the time were not the norm in Minnesota.
The City Council gave the go ahead and a mill and overly coupled with striping led to what is now a common practice.
“We hoped to reduce the accident rate by 50% with this new approach”, says Jeff. “A year after the project’s completion we measured a reduction in the accident rate of 80%. A phenomenal success.”
Jeff cited as a second proud accomplishment the construction of the round-a-bouts as a key element in the safety and
traffic flow improvements to College Drive. “Hours of design work, hundreds of hours of information sharing with community groups and citizens, overcoming the proverbial nay-sayers, obtaining federal transportation dollars have all
proven to be worth the many ups and downs,” Jeff notes with a sense of great pride.
City Engineer Retires continued on page 4.
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City Engineer Retires continued from page 3.

Many aspects of the Engineer’s function are not noticed, such as the hundreds of miles of critical pipes underneath
our streets. “As long as the toilets flush without nasty outcomes, as long as water is flowing from the faucets and our
firefighters have water supply to fight fires, all is well from the citizen’s viewpoints,” said Jeff. But the not-so-sexy or
high profile pipes below our street surfaces need repairs and replacement which few people want to pay for, he goes
on to say.
Some aspects of the Engineer’s work are quite visible: Streets. Jeff takes pride as he notes that 75% of the city’s
streets have been resurfaced over the past 30 years. More need to be done, but most engineers seek that kind of
track record over the usual 40 year life span of a street.
“Our goals are safety, good access, preserve or improve traffic flow, and make our projects aesthetically pleasing,”
Jeff rattled off in that order. He has enjoyed the great support of a staff which has experienced down-sizing yet
meets the city’s service demands exceedingly well.
Jeff noted that he married his wife Judy while he was working in Arizona. Both have loved returning “home” and raising their family in Brainerd.
Family, friends, co-workers, consulting engineers, fellow city engineers and all who want to join in the celebration of
his work will gather in early June at a time and place to be announced. Stay tuned.
30 years. Dozens of projects. Some swear words tossed at him. Not pleasing everyone. But has it been worth it?
“Absolutely”, says Jeff. Rumor has it that he will spend some time in Florida in coming winter months, but Brainerd is
and will always be home.

Welcome Our New Employees
Justin Larson

Miranda Lambert

Engineering Technician

Police Records Management Technician

Date of Hire: February

Date of Hire: March 21, 2017

28, 2017

Hone is Crosby, MN

Home is Albertville, MN

Came to the City of Brainerd

Went to college in Man-

from:

kato, MN.

First hired in 2015 as a

What did you do in your

Community Service Officer with

previous position?

the Brainerd Police Department.

I recently graduated with

What did you do in your previous

an AAS Degree in Civil

position?

Engineering Technology.

As a Community Service Officer I

While obtaining my de-

enforced city ordinances,

gree, I worked with the City of Mankato as an engineering

patrolled assigned parks and other areas, and assisted police

aide.

department personnel as needed.

My family consists of my gentle giant of a lab named Jax and
my cat Glenn.
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3rd Community Survey Completed
Three community surveys have been completed by the 315 member Community Survey Panel. One hundred seventy-eight
members participated in the 1st survey, 191 in the 2nd and 218 members in the 3rd survey. Following is information from the 1st
two surveys presented to the City Council.

COMMUNITY SURVEY #1
OVERALL SATISFACTION. Please rate your overall satisfaction with major categories of services

QUALITY OF LIFE. Please grade your overall
satisfaction with the major categories of services provided by the City of Brainerd on a
scale of A=100 to 90, B=89 to 80, C=79 to 70,
D=69 to 60, and F is 59 or below.

Mean
Police Department

89.00

Fire Department

91.28

Parks and Recreation programs and facilities

82.46

Overall maintenance of city streets, buildings & facilities

71.44

City water and sewer

81.28

Overall Enforcement of city codes and ordinances

75.39

Customer service you receive from city employees

81.32

Communication with the public

69.30

Storm water runoff/ storm water management system

77.80

Traffic and congestion management

74.02

Mean
Quality of services provided by
the City of Brainerd

74.87

Overall image of the City

60.96

Quality of life in the City

68.03

Quality of your neighborhood

76.86

Quality of new residential development in the City

64.78

Quality of new commercial development in the City, including
architecture & design

62.58

Overall value that you receive
for your city tax dollars and fees

67.75

Please grade your overall satisfaction with the major categories of
services provided by the City of Brainerd on a scale of A=100 to 90,
B=89 to 80, C=79 to 70, D=69 to 60, and F is 59 or below.

Overall Government Performance

Mean
The city as a place to live

70.67

Your neighborhood as a place to live

78.68

The city as a place to raise children

76.20

The city as a place to work

71.00

The city as a place to retire

68.49

The quality of life in the city

70.05

The city as a place to buy your next home

59.62
Community Survey #2 on page 6.
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Mean
Please rate the City of Brainerd government’s performance on a scale
of 0 to 10, with 0 meaning “Very
Dissatisfied” and 100 meaning “Very
Satisfied.”

74.46

COMMUNITY SURVEY #2
List three places in the City of Brainerd that you would be proud to show a visitor. Remember do not list Baxter locations,
Nisswa locations, Paul Bunyan Land, the lakes, golfing, the Arboretum, etc. or other places not in the City Brainerd.

# of Responses
Development and redevelopment of existing neighborhoods
(residential and non-residential) in the City of Brainerd should be
a priority over the next ten years?

It is important to invest and redevelop
Downtown Brainerd as a mixed use
destination (retail stores, professional
services, restaurants, offices, upper
level apartments).

To see complete results for the 1st
two Community Surveys, go to the
City website at
www.ci.brainerd.mn.us/planning
where you will find a link to the
results as well as demographic information about the 315 member
Community Survey Panel.
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Parks and Recreation now taking on-line registrations
The Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department is now taking on-line registrations for all youth and adult programs.
Persons should contact the Parks and Recreation Department at 828-2320 if they have had their children enrolled in the past.
Staff will then give a temporary password to enter the registration site. Those who have never had their children enrolled can go
directly to the website to register. Go to https://apm.activecommunities.com/brainerdparks/home for on-line registration. A
small fee will be charged to your credit/debit card to use the on-line system.
Individuals may also use the mail-in forms found in the Parks and Recreation and Community
Education summer program guides, or register in person at the Lum Park office during regular
business hours.
The deadline to register for youth baseball is April 14, the youth softball deadline is April 21 and the
non-competitive program deadline is May 19. There is a $10 charge for late registrations.
The Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department is offering a number of FREE special events this spring and summer.

Easter Egg Hunt
The annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place at Gregory Park this year on Saturday, April 15. The start of the Egg Hunt begins at 10
a.m. sharp. Participants should be in the center court of Gregory Park prior to the hunt and there you will hear the instructions.
Participants should bring an Easter basket or bag to collect the plastic eggs. How the event works:
 Family shows up and meets at the pre-hunt meeting area.
 Family/child takes pictures with the Easter Bunny while waiting for further instruction.
 Instructions will be given - family and child will walk over to "Easter Egg Hunt" area that
is marked by age group.
 When the Event Supervisor says “go”, children will run and try to gather a bag full of one
egg color of their choice.
 Once their bag is full or all of the eggs are picked up, participant/child comes back to pre
-hunt meeting area and give the eggs back in exchange for a bag of Easter candy.
Event sponsors are Sullivan Candy & Supply and Brainerd Area Rotary Club, which donated
$500 each to help this event stay free and fun for the children.

Bicycle Clinic
The Brainerd Lakes Bicycle Safety Clinic will take place from 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, May 20, at the lower parking lot of the
Brainerd High School (next to the football field). In case of rain, the clinic will take place in the high
school gymnasium. No registration is required.
Kids of all ages are invited. Students will have the opportunity to:
 Ride a mock course
 Receive a youth bike helmet (while supplies last)
 Receive a Dairy Queen gift certificate upon completion of the course (while supplies last)
 Enter a drawing for a $100 gift certificate toward a bike purchase at Walmart in Baxter. The
gift certificates were donated by Lakes Area Law Enforcement Association. One boy and
one girl will be awarded a certificate.
Parks and Recreation activities continued on page 8.
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Parks and Recreation activities continued from page 7.

Volunteers will offer bicycle safety checks, review bicycle safety rules and provide helmet fitting.
The event is sponsored by Essentia Health, Crow Wing County Passenger Safety Coalition, Baxter and Brainerd Police
Departments, Brainerd Parks and Recreation, Brainerd School District 181, Easy Riders, Lifecycle, Lakes Area Law Enforcement
Association and Dairy Queen.

Kids Fishing Clinic
The Kids Fishing Clinic will take place on Saturday, May 27, at the Lum Park Beach.
Check-in is from 9 a.m. to 9:25 a.m. From 9:30 a.m. to noon participants will move from learning
station to learning station (required). From noon to 1:30 p.m. lunch will be provided followed by a
fishing contest and distribution of prizes.
The free event is open to youths ages 4 - 15 (stations are flexible with groups/families staying together,
however during the fishing contest children will be broken up by age group).
Please check in prior to 9:30 a.m. to participate in the event. Participants will
be given a wrist band and a map of the learning stations. In order to participate in the lunch, fishing contest, and prizes, each child must go through all the learning stations.
The Parks and Recreation Department receives donations from several businesses within the
Brainerd Lakes Community including: Muskies Inc., Reed’s, Tutt's Bait & Tackle, Walmart, Fleet Farm,
Viking Coca-Cola, Baxter Bass Snatchers, Baxter and Brainerd Lions clubs, and many others. With
these donations, they are able to provide a fishing starter kit to all the children and have the ability
to award prizes to the most fish and largest fish caught in each age group.
We have had several wonderful volunteers throughout the years including: MinnAqua, the Minnesota DNR, Crow Wing Water
Safety, Corps of Engineers Gull Lake, Muskies Inc., and the Brainerd Warriors Fishing Team.

Minnesota Twins Baseball/Softball Clinic
The Minnesota Twins will host a Play Ball Minnesota youth baseball/softball clinic on Saturday, June 10, at Bane Park. In case of
rain, the clinic will take place at the Forestview Middle School gymnasium.
Boys and girls ages 6-9 will have their clinic from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., and ages 10-13 will have their clinic from 10:30 a.m. to
noon. No registration is required but participants must complete a waiver on-site.
Equipment is provided but participants should bring their own glove. The clinics are designed to teach basic fundamentals,
including hitting, throwing and fielding.
The clinic is sponsored by the Twins Community Fund and Great River Energy, and hosted by Brainerd Parks and Recreation.

For further information please contact the Parks and Recreation Department at 828-2320.
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City of Brainerd’s Draft ADA Transition Plan is out for Public Comment
A draft of the City of Brainerd’s ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) Transition Plan 2 will be available on the City’s website at
www.ci.brainerd.mn.us under the Engineering Department’s homepage starting April 14, 2017. Public Comment will be
received at the City Council Meeting on June 5, 2017 at 7:30 PM. A notice of hearing will be published in the Brainerd Dispatch
on April 21st.
The adoption of an ADA Transition Plan by all public agencies with greater than or equal to 50 employees is a requirement of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) enacted on July 26, 1990. ADA is a civil rights law prohibiting the discrimination against
individuals on the basis of a disability. ADA consists of five titles outlining protections in the following areas:
I. Employment
II. State and Local Government Services
III. Public Accommodations
IV. Telecommunications
V. Miscellaneous Provisions
Title II of ADA is companion legislation to two other previous federal statutes and regulations: the Architectural Barriers Act of
1968 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Title II of ADA pertains to programs, activities, and services a public
entity provides. As a provider of public transportation services and programs, the City of Brainerd must comply with this section
of the Act. Title II of ADA provides that “…no qualified individual with a disability shall, by reason of such disability, be excluded
from participation in or be denied the benefits of services, programs, or activities of a public entity, or be subjected to
discrimination by any such entity.”
As required by Title II of ADA, the City of Brainerd has performed self-evaluations of its policies, practices, and programs including
current facilities and infrastructure in public rights-of-way and developed this draft transition plan to verify that, in implementing
the City’s policies and practices, the departments are providing accessibility and not adversely affecting the full
participation of individuals with disabilities.
The City of Brainerd welcomes the public to provide input and recommendations on the draft ADA Transition Plan and will
receive, review, and discuss input until June 5, 2017, at which time, a final draft will be prepared and presented to the City
Council at the June 19, 2017 meeting.
If you have any questions about the draft ADA Transition Plan or would like to provide feedback or input, please feel free to contact Paul Sandy, Assistant City Engineer at 218-828-2307 or email him at psandy@ci.brainerd.mn.us.

City Council Contact Information
Mayor Edwin Menk

At Large Sue Hilgart

At Large Jan Lambert

At Large Kevin Stunek

emenk@ci.brainerd.mn.us

shilgart@ci.brainerd.mn.us

jlambert@ci.brainerd.mn.us

kstunek@ci.brainerd.mn.us

(218) 829-7266

(218) 828-6345

(218) 828-0165

(218) 839-1815

Ward 1 David Pritschet

Ward 2 Kelly Bevans

Ward 3 Dave Badeaux

Ward 4 Gabe Johnson

dpritschet@ci.brainerd.mn.us kbevans@ci.brainerd.mn.us

dbadeaux@ci.brainerd.mn.us

gjohnson@ci.brainerd.mn.us

(218) 828-0809

(218) 330-8204

(218) 831-3623

(218) 821-9035
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Things to Know Before Starting Your Warmer Weather Projects
Warmer weather will have Brainerd residents thinking about projects like constructing a storage building, building a privacy fence,
installing a swimming pool and/or having a garage sale. The Brainerd Building Safety Department and Planning Department
would like to remind our residents about the Building Code and Zoning Ordinance requirements that need to be followed for each
of these activities. The following is information about some of the more common projects.
Accessory Buildings
An accessory building includes storage buildings, sheds, gazeboes, detached garages, etc. An
accessory building (regardless of size) requires zoning approval. An accessory building over 200
square feet requires a building permit. A new accessory building over 120 square feet cannot be
metal. Plastic carport style buildings and “hoop” houses are not permitted in the City of Brainerd.
There are several important zoning requirements that affect accessory building construction. They
include:
 Where in the community the building will be constructed.

 Limit on the number of accessory buildings.

 Lot placement.

 Accessory building area and height.

 Property line setback requirements.

 Maximum lot coverage.

Swimming Pools
Following are some of the more important swimming pool requirements:
Pools over 24 inches above ground or over 5,000 gallons in capacity (above ground or in
ground) shall be completely enclosed, a ground fault circuit and require a building permit.
Pools 18 inches deep or less may be located in a front, side or rear yard. Pools over 18 inches
deep shall be 8 feet from a rear lot line and may be located in a side yard or side street yard if
located 10 feet from a side lot line and 20 feet from a side street lot line.
Seasonal pools that are over 24 inches deep are required to be completely enclosed and
have a ground fault circuit.
Recreational Vehicles
Parking or storage of a recreational vehicle is permitted provided it is:
 Property of the person or persons residing on the premises.
 Licensed and operable.
 Stored no closer than 5 feet from side or rear lot lines.
 Located in the front yard and parked on designated and properly surfaced
driveway or parking area.
 Located in the front yard or side yard abutting a street must be placed at least 15 feet from the back of curb and shall not
encroach on any public sidewalk or trail.
 In any yard, however not placed within 10 feet of the living quarters of the principal building on the adjacent lot.
Protective Treatment
All exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, door

Long Grass and Weeds

and window frames, cornices, porches, trim, balconies, decks

weeds or plant growth in excess of 6 inches. All noxious weeds

and fences must be maintained. Exterior wood surfaces,

are prohibited. Weeds are defined as all grasses, annual plants

other than decay resistant woods, should be protected from

and vegetation, other than trees or shrubs provided; however,

the elements and decay by painting or other protective cov-

this term does not include cultivated flowers and gardens.

All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from

ering or treatment. Peeling, flaking and chipped paint should
be eliminated and surfaces repainted.
Things to Know continued on page 11.
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Things to Know continued from page 10.

Fences
Fences are allowed in residential areas as follows:
 Up to 6’6” starting at the front (and side if on a corner lot) of a house extending back to
the rear property line.
 In a front yard up to 4 feet tall.
 Alley property line fence setback is 4 feet.
 The fence “good” side must face out (onto an adjoining property or towards the street or
alley).
 A permit is required.
 A fence is not allowed on a public right-of-way.
Outdoor Storage
Almost all material, equipment and personal property is required to be kept within a building or screened from public properties
and/or rights-of-way. Following are some of the exceptions:
 Clothes lines.
 Recreational equipment.
 Rear or side yard storage of firewood for the purpose of consumption by the person or persons
residing on the premises.
 Off-street parking of licensed and operable passenger automobiles, pick-up trucks.

Tarps and Coverings
Tarps or coverings are allowed provided they are a color that matches screening material whether it is
landscaping or fencing.
Property Maintenance
Spring is the season to begin yard work and exterior improvements. The Property Maintenance Code applies to all existing
residential and nonresidential structures and all existing premises. Exteriors shall be maintained in good repair, structurally
sound and sanitary so as not to pose a threat to the public health, safety or welfare.
Junk
No person, firm or corporation of any kind shall permit the accumulation of junk, including but
not limited to waste material, trash, rubbish, refuse, or litter of any kind upon any land or inside
or under any building or structure which may provide harborage or breeding places for
mosquitoes, vermin or rats.

Garage/Yard Sale Signs
A property may have up to 4 garage sales each year. One 6 square foot garage sale sign is
allowed on PRIVATE property and must be removed after the sale. Signs are not
allowed in the right-of-way , on street lights, other utility poles or at a street corner. City of
Brainerd staff has the authority to remove any sign in the public right-of-way without prior notice to the sign’s owner.
Fish Houses
One fish house is permitted to
be stored in the rear yard.

Things to Know continued on page 12.
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Things to Know continued from page 11.
Unlicensed Vehicles
The presence of abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, inoperative, unlicensed, junked, or partially
dismantled motor vehicles or a motor vehicle lacking vital component parts or parts of a motor vehicle on private or public property is considered a public nuisance. This does not apply to any motor
vehicle enclosed within a building on private property or to any motor vehicle held in connection
with a business enterprise lawfully licensed by the City.
Clean Up After Your Pet
Pet owners are responsible for cleaning up feces and disposing of it in a sanitary manner whether
on their own property, on the property of others or on public property. The clean-up of feces on
the animal owner’s property shall not exceed 72 hours from May 1 through October 31 and once
per week from November 1 through April 30. The clean-up of feces on the property of others or
public property must be taken care of immediately.

Residents are urged to contact the Building Department and/or the Planning Department at 828-2309 should you have questions about any of the above areas. More
information can be found at the city website www.ci.brainerd.mn.us.
2017 Brainerd History Week
early schedule of events
Times & events subject to change.
Mon., June 12:
10:00 AM: Tour & history discussion at City Hall.
12:00 noon: Tour & history discussion at the Historic Courthouse, S. 4 th & Laurel St.
2:00 PM-TBA: Downtown Brainerd History Walk, starts at the Brainerd Public Library.
6:00 PM: “Music through the Decades” slide show and music by Laura Busch and Wayne Renn at
Tornstrom Auditorium, former Washington High School building.
Tues., June 13:
Time TBA: Brainerd Public Library event.
6:00 PM: Chuck Marohn presents an overview of the development of SE Brainerd, followed by a
walking tour.
Wed., June 14:
10:00 AM-2:00 PM: Events at Brainerd Armory, Wright St., South Brainerd.
4:00 PM: Flag Day ceremony.
Thurs., June 15:
1:00 PM: Northern Pacific day, tours beginning at 1:00, more times TBA, at NP Center, formerly the NPRR Repair Shops.
Time TBA: Brew pub event at NP Center’s Clock Tower Building, Roundhouse Brewing Co. 6:00 PM: Kayak and canoe rides on the
Mississippi; begins at the landing below Evergreen Cemetery, ends at Kiwanis Park.
Fri., June 16:
Time TBA: Centennial celebration of the Crow Wing County
Historical Society’s building &
museum, formerly the CWC Jail
& Sheriff’s Residence, S. 4th &
Laurel St.
Sat., June 17:
Children's day, TBA.
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Brainerd Fire Department
Following is information from the Brainerd Fire Department's
2016 Annual Report
TRAINING
3,500 training hours including:


Crude By Rail & Emergency
Response.



Confined Space Rescue.



Trench Rescue.



NFPA 472 Haz Mat Operations.



Advanced Arson.



Fire Officer School.

STAFFING


Hired Dave Cox as Fire Marshal/Deputy Chief.



Hired Erik Flowers, Nick Haglin and Steve Isle
as Paid on Call Firefighters.



Tower Awards were presented to Lance Davis,
Kurt Doree, Rick Johnson, Dennis Logelin,
Kevin Tengwall and Mark Turner.

HIGHLIGHTS


2016 Firefighter of the Year is Josh Mailhot.



Received an AED from Essentia Health which is
located at the N.E. Fire Station.



Received a grant from Center Point Energy
which allowed the department to purchase
rescue equipment.



Received a State Fire Marshal Division grant for
a turnout gear washer/extractor.



The ISO survey was completed and the
department retained its Class 4 status



Engine 3 was put into service.
Fire Department Report continued on page 14.
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Fire Department Report continued from page 13.

PUBLIC EDUCATION


Station tours and fire safety
information was presented to ISD 181 grade
schools, numerous daycares, preschools, and
private groups.



Fire Prevention Week activities.



National Night Out & The Night to Unite.



Fire extinguisher training.



MSFCA Kitchen Fire Trailer.

GOALS


Address capital needs for future apparatus purchases.



Evaluate Paid on Call Firefighter staffing needs and pay structure.



Enhance our emergency response.



Improve inspection services and follow-up with new technology.



Increase efficiency of station duties through new technology.

Crow Wing County Historical Society’s Museum Building Turns 100!
Pamela Nelson, Crow Wing County Historical Society Director
Happy 100th birthday Crow Wing County Historical Society’s Museum building! The “old jail” located next to the historic court
house on Laurel Street turns 100 this year! There will be a celebration during Brainerd History Week (June 12 – 17) on Friday, June
16th. Watch for more information to come!
The red brick building was built in 1917 as the third county jail and sheriff’s residence. Of the original thirteen cells, eight were
located in the area where the first-floor ramps are now. Four cells were located on the second floor: two womens’ and two juveniles’; the two women's cells and a shower were saved during renovation. A padded cell and a men’s bathroom was
located in the present Baseball Exhibit area on the first floor.
Six sheriffs and their families lived in the house which is connected on the street side of the building between 1917 and 1962. The
first sheriff to live in the house was Claus A. Theorin and the last was Albert J. Krueger, who died while still sheriff. When Charles
Warnberg was elected sheriff in 1962, he decided not to move into the house, and the residence then became the sheriff department’s offices. The parlor was Sheriff Warnberg’s office and the dining room was used as a lunch room. Law Enforcement Center
in 1979.
Museum Turns 100 continued on page 15.
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Photos courtesy of the Crow Wing County Historical Society. Thanks to you folks for preserving our history, since 1927! CWF 4/4/17

A woman was hired to cook for the prisoners and the kitchen continued to be used to prepare food. At times the hired cook
lived in the bedrooms upstairs. The nursery became the detective’s office. The sheriff’s department moved to the
A dedicated crew of volunteers renovated the sheriff’s residence and gutted the cell block area. The sheriff’s residence was restored first and opened to the public in 1982. The cell block took longer. The renovation for the residence included removing all
the plaster, so insulation could be added and the building rewired. The floors were stripped, sanded, varnished and waxed and
the walls were repapered with wallpaper similar to the original. The light fixtures throughout the residence are original as is the
Persian rug in the parlor. The house was restored to depict a typical upper middle class home of the first decades of the 1900’s.
The furnishings are not original to any of the sheriff’s families; almost everything has been donated by area residents. Through
generous donations, grants, and fundraising by area service organizations and individuals, the new museum was
completed and formally dedicated on September 12, 1983.
The building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Crow Wing County owns and maintains the building. The
process to start the Crow Wing County Historical Society began in 1923 as the vision of Leon E. Lum, a Brainerd attorney. In 1926
Lum willed $500 and his handmade desk to begin a County Historical Society. He chose a few prominent citizens to organize the
Society. In 1927, the Society was incorporated.

Museum Turns 100 continued on page 16.
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The Society opened a museum on June 16, 1931 in the old courthouse on 4th and Kingwood Streets. Later that year the
museum moved to the basement of the new courthouse on Laurel Street and opened on February 6, 1932. The Museum served
as the base for the Works Progress Administration (W.P.A.) Arts and Crafts Project. After the W.P.A. project ended, the Society
was forced to close the Museum from July 1940 to February 1941. It closed again from 1942 to 1945 due to the “black-out”, the
war focus and a lack of funds and reopened in 1946.
The Society’s Museum, restored sheriff’s residence, and the research library are enjoyed by every one of all ages! It is still “the
best kept secret”. Come check it out—you won’t be disappointed. Our hours are Tuesday through Saturday from 10 am to 3 pm.
We are closed major holiday weekends.

The History Corner by Carl Faust
Coming in to spring leads us
in to Brainerd History Week!
The 2017 event is slated for
June 12-17, and it is showcasing Southeast Brainerd. SE
Brainerd includes areas south
of the railroad (RR) tracks
and east of the old RR grade
at 10th St. S.

This “town-

within-a-town” was a mainstay for hundreds of railroad workers for over a century. It boasted about 8 small grocery stores on Oak St. over the years, the
last one in town just closing in 2016…Inward’s Grocery at 1401 Oak St., formerly Dandanell’s. Take a drive down there and you’ll
see that at one time the area truly was on the grow. On the SE corner at 13 th St. is the former Bredenberg Grocery that is quite
a major brick building indeed, rivaling those in the greater downtown area. Folks that lived and worked in SE rarely even “went
to town”, as they had everything they needed there, including their own school.
In earlier years before the mines started up in the early 1900’s in the Crosby area, Oak St. was the “way out of town” to Garrison
and Duluth. Hwy. 210, Crosby and Deerwood did not yet exist, so Hwy. 18 was the way east. Just like in other main roads in and
out of town, businesses popped up. The area boasted a cedar boat factory and a mattress factory, and its own fire station. The
Northern Pacific Rail Road (NPRR) shops provided employment, its own fire department, water, steam, foundry and electricity.
Our first airport was in SE at Rosko Field on the south end of 13 th St. We are still looking for ANY info you might have on this
almost forgotten enterprise! In about 1910 iron ore mining was started in S. & SE Brainerd, and a spur was run from the NP line
to the west. To this day, the street dept. has a hard time keeping blacktop to stay put on the road in the industrial park in that
area, do to unstable ground from mining!

History Corner continued on page 17.
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Last summer a few fellers from the Twin Cities area were up here several weekends digging in old privies…yep, in old outhouse
holes. They are bottle collectors and leave what they don’t want for the homeowner. Some of these artifacts have been
cleaned and labeled and will be on display here at the museum during Brainerd History Week. You’d be surprised what the
refuse thrown down the biffy hole can tell about the occupants of the house! Most common is the medicine bottle, but they
also bring up liquor bottles, china, dolls, laundry product bottles and you name it. You’d have to see it to believe it!
Included in this year’s Brainerd History Week will be a paddling jaunt down the river from Cemetery Landing to Kiwanis Park.
This will be part of the city’s renewed focus on our wonderful stretch of the Mississippi that flows through our town from well
above the dam and Rice Lake, to First Island on the south end of Rotary Park. This upper section that will be visited by canoe
and kayak holds many remnants of our early history, none the least of which is the RR bridge, the reason we are here in the
first place… “The Crossing” of the river by the NP. Participants will see many islands, and 130-year-old pilings leftover from the
logging days. They will paddle past a creek that once sent logs to market, see the locations of the old ferry and steamboat
landing, and trading post. The view from the river of the classic 1932 art deco Washington St. Bridge is breathtaking, and it can
be enjoyed to the fullest ONLY from this river-level vantage point!
2017 also will be a 100th birthday year for one of our classic buildings in town…the former Crow Wing County Jail and Sheriff’s
Residence, now housing the Crow Wing County Historical Society since 1983. The building is not only a first-class museum
that is fully handicapped accessible, but is the best example of a residence of the day in the city! Most of the fixtures and even
some of the furniture are just as they were in 1917! Stop in and take a tour of all 3 floors and see hundreds of exhibits, and
don’t forget to get a photo of yourself “in jail” in the preserved old jail cell!
By 1970 the Museum was overflowing with artifacts. Water damage and flooding forced the Museum to close for one year for
renovation. Conservation of the collection was nearly impossible in the cramped conditions. About the same time the Society
was facing space problems, the County Board announced plans to build a new law enforcement center and to demolish the
sheriff’s residence and County Jail for parking space. The Society realized that the building would solve the museum’s space
problems and lobbied the County Board to preserve the building and to turn it over to the Historical Society. In 1976, the building as a museum was put on the general election ballot. By an overwhelming 82%, the voters told the County Board to turn the
building over to the Society to lease.
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