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10 minutes

David Chanski, CDD
Summary of Issue:

Each winter, the City struggles to enforce Section 825 Subdivision 2 of the Code of Ordinances, which requires sidewalks to be
clear of snow within 48 hours after each snowfall. This issue stems from multiple factors such as manpower, awareness, and
frequency of snowfall. However, when it comes to properties along the Hwy 210 corridor, the Community Development Department
experiences complete resistance from some property owners to keep their sidewalks clear. This is a reoccurring issue with some
property owners not complying with the requirement to shovel their sidewalks and then, in return, residents complaining that the
sidewalks are not shoveled.

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Comments:
Staff understands that keeping sidewalks clear of snow can be a time consuming (and potentially expensive) task, especially along the 210 corridor, with
frequent snowfalls and regular snow clearing by MnDOT plows. It is not uncommon for MnDOT plows to conduct additional runs along the 210 corridor after the
48 hour window allowed by ordinance. This can result in property owners needing to clear their sidewalks multiple times within a few day stretch. However, there
is nothing within ordinance that exempts them from keeping their sidewalks clear, and failure to keep sidewalks clear often puts both property owners and the
City is a position of liability as pedestrians attempt to pass over uncleared walkways or just use the street to go around it.
In the past, certain staff members have been directed to essentially look the other way when it comes to sidewalks along Highway 210. However, it is neither
equitable to require some property owners to keep their sidewalks clear and not others nor is it safe from a pedestrian standpoint to allow them to remain
unshoveled.

Recommended Action/Motion:
Staff is looking for direction as to how this issue should be handled. Options include (but are not limited to):
- Strict enforcement of Section 825, including abatement at the cost of the property owner.
- Revise Section 825 to provide a different standard for properties along the 210 corridor.
- Consider creating a special assessment district for the 210 corridor similar to that of downtown.
- Do nothing.

Financial Impact:
Is there a cost associated with this request:
What is the total cost, with tax and shipping
Is this budgeted?
Yes
✔ No
Please Explain:

Yes
✔ No
$ __________

